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WF CENTRAL Celebrates First Anniversary  

With “Rhythm of Nature’ Exhibition 
 

 ‘Sun Cycle’ by Patrick Shearn and Poetic Kinetics Studio; 

and ‘Meadow’ by Studio Drift to jointly debut in mainland China  

 

Beijing, xx May, 2019 – WF CENTRAL resonates to the ‘Rhythm of Nature’ this month, as part of 

celebrations of its first anniversary, with a spectacular curation of two distinct, yet co-existing, 

installations brought together in a stunning display of kinetics and free-flowing forms, creatively 

interpreting the art, colour and movement of the natural world. 

 

Reflecting the anniversary celebrations marking WF CENTRAL’s official opening in May 2018, 

‘Rhythm of Nature’ is the theme of a special dual exhibition, curated in mainland China for the very 

first time.  

 

The joint-exhibit, which runs from 29th May to 31st August, explores the imaginative interplay of 

nature and art through two highly distinctive installations, ‘Sun Cycle’, the spectacular creation of 

US artist Patrick Shearn and his team at Poetic Kinetics; and ‘Meadow’, a kinetic ‘floral’ display 

created by Dutch artist duo Studio Drift. 

 

“The imaginative combination of two diverse yet creatively complimentary exhibits offer visitors 

an opportunity to experience and enjoy a highly imaginative artistic interpretation of the natural 

world, by two internationally renowned artist collectives,” explained Mr Raymond Chow, 

Chairman of Wangfu Central Real Estate Development Company Limited and Executive Director 

of Hongkong Land.  

 

“The installations provide a delightfully playful exploration of art and nature and truly compliments 

WF CENTRAL’s ambition, as we mark our first anniversary, in contributing to the arts and cultural 

scene in a Wangfujing and as a destination inspiring ongoing community engagement through a 

considered curation of art, cultural creativity, and experiential lifestyle.”   

 

Inspired by the perpetual grace of the circadian rhythms of nature, ‘Sun Cycle’ is the latest 

installation of Patrick Shearn's world renowned moving sculptures series, conceived to evoke 

natural phenomena. Comprised of approximately 1,410 linear metres of line with over 150 hand 

tied knots, the installation will cascade in resplendent colour from WF CENTRAL’s rooftop, across 

The Green, the mall’s stunning outdoor lawn. Constructed with the help of the installation’s 

technological partner, the Beijing Institute of Architectural Design (BIAD), from ultralight 

materials spanning some 1,700 metres, over 33,200 vibrant streamers are suspended to anticipate 

and harness the wind, rippling with colour and dancing dramatically in the air creating a 

mesmerizing canopy across the distinctive courtyard space. 
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“The inspiration for ‘Sun Cycle’ comes from observing the nature and the feeling that we are only 

really aware on a very surface level of what is really going on around us,” explained Patrick. “We 

feel the currents of air on our skin but do not see the larger movements.” 

 

“This project allows viewers to slow down and observe the wind slowly undulating and 

transforming the piece, similar to watching sunlight flickering and filtering through the constantly 

moving clouds. I hope the contrasting rhythm of this artwork with the hustle and bustle of Beijing 

brings visitors a sense of tranquility and adds something unique and positive to the urban 

environment.” 
 

Suspended from the ceiling of WF CENTRAL’s main Atrium, ‘Meadow’ is the creative work of 

duo Lonneke Gordijn and Ralph Nauta. The installation features an upside-down landscape of 

mechanical flowers, robotic blooms that mix soft-lighting with moving fabric ‘petals’ that open and 

close in a poetic choreography in response to visitors as blooming flowers respond to the sun. 

 

Creating a constantly changing landscape of light, the display evokes a sense of peace and calm to 

be found in the wonder of nature. “Like everything that is alive, ‘Meadow’ functions only as group, 

not one flower works alone,” explained Ralph. “Together they are one big organism, reacting to the 

space and reaching out to touch the public, making the passer-by, for a short moment, wander in 

nature.” 

 

“We are thrilled that Studio Drift has this opportunity to present ‘Meadow’ to a large audience in 

Beijing,” said Lonneke. “We hope that the installation will touch the people of Beijing in their 

hearts and inspire them to feel connected both with their environment and each other.” 

 

The “Rhythm of Nature” exhibition will also feature installation-inspired weekend activities 

including ‘Sun Cycle’ lawn parties under the ‘Skynet’ canopy, along with ‘Meadow’ inspired 

floral-arranging and craft workshops. 
 

To further celebrate the anniversary, all new BESPOKE members registering during the promotion 

period, which runs from 29th May to 30th June, will receive 529 BESPOKE points and a special e-

voucher package, offering rewards across a wide range of WF CENTRAL’s fashion, luxury 

lifestyle and F&B offerings. Over 40 brands, including many major luxury brands, will participate 

in anniversary promotions, with BESPOKE members receiving double points with any purchases 

and additional opportunities to redeem cash voucher and gifts.  

 

To discover more about WF CENTRAL and to receive our latest news and information on 

upcoming events, follow us on our Sina Weibo account and our WeChat account at ‘WF 

CENTRAL’. 

 

- end - 
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Please download the hi-res images at:  

https://pan.baidu.com/s/1IIOekjy63HeNqTDmqMedGg Password：8942  

  

 

Reflecting the ‘A Year of Play’ anniversary 

celebrations marking WF CENTRAL’s 

official opening in May 2018, ‘Rhythm of 

Nature’ is the theme of a special dual 

exhibition, curated in Mainland China for the 

very first time, highlighting WF CENTRAL’s 

first year of creative contribution to the arts 

and culture of Wangfujing.  

 

The joint-exhibit explores the imaginative 

interplay of nature and art through two highly 

distinctive installations, ‘Sun Cycle’, the 

spectacular creation of US artist Patrick 

Shearn and his team at Poetic Kinetics; and 

‘Meadow’, a kinetic ‘floral’ display created 

by Dutch design artist duo Studio Drift. 

 

 

 

https://pan.baidu.com/s/1IIOekjy63HeNqTDmqMedGg%20Password：8942
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Patrick Shearn and his team at Poetic Kinetics 

in front of Sun Cycle. 

 

Inspired by the perpetual grace of the 

circadian rhythms of nature, ‘Sun Cycle’ 

conceived to evoke natural phenomena. The 

installation will cascade in resplendent colour 

from WF CENTRAL’s rooftop across The 

Green, the mall’s unique outdoor courtyard. 

 

Constructed with the help of the installation’s 

technological partner, the Beijing Institute of 

Architectural Design (BIAD), from ultralight 

materials, over 33,200 vibrant streamers are 

suspended to anticipate and harness the wind, 

rippling with colour and dancing dramatically 

in the air creating a mesmerizing canopy 

across the distinctive courtyard space. 
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“The inspiration for ‘Sun Cycle’ comes from 

observing nature and the feeling that we are 

only really aware on a very surface level of 

what is really going on around us,” explained 

Patrick. “We feel the currents of air on our 

skin but do not see the larger movements. 
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Suspended from the ceiling of WF 

CENTRAL’s main Atrium, ‘Meadow’ is the 

creative work of design duo Lonneke Gordijn 

and Ralph Nauta. The installation features an 

upside-down landscape of mechanical 

flowers, robotic blooms that mix soft-lighting 

with moving fabric ‘petals’ that open and 

close in a poetic choreography in response to 

visitors as blooming flowers respond to the 

sun. 
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Creating a constantly changing landscape of 

light, the display evokes a sense of peace and 

calm to be found in the wonder of nature. 
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For further information, please contact: 

 

Hongkong Land   

Jennifer Lam   +852 2842 8222 jennifer.lam@hkland.com 

Shelly Chan +852 2842 8041 shelly.chan@hkland.com 

 

WF CENTRAL   

Zoe Xue  +86 10 6520 4970 zoe.xue@hkland.com 

Hanna Xu +86 10 6520 4911 hanna.xu@hkland.com 
 

 

FleishmanHillard 

 

FleishmanHillard (Beijing) 

Norman Li                   +86 185 0034 1166           norman.li@fleishman.com 

 

FleishmanHillard (Hong Kong) 

Kitty Lee        +852 2586 7861                       kitty.lee@fleishman.com 

 

mailto:jennifer.lam@hkland.com
mailto:zoe.xue@hkland.com
mailto:norman.li@fleishman.com
mailto:kitty.lee@fleishman.com
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WF CENTRAL 

  

WF CENTRAL is Hongkong Land’s leading premium lifestyle retail centre in China at the 

commercial and political heart of the capital city, with the design and scale to both respect and 

revitalise the historic fabric of the Wangfujing area. Occupying a prime site of approximately 

21,000 sq. m. on Wangfujing Street in Dongcheng District, Beijing, WF CENTRAL is bringing the 

community a total of 150,000 sq. m. gross floor area – including a 73-room hotel Mandarin Oriental 

Wangfujing, Beijing. The property offers 43,000 sq. m. of retail space.  

 

Bringing together an unparalleled range of Luxury, Fashion, World-class Gastronomy, Lifestyle & 

Wellness, and Art & Culture experiences, WF CENTRAL is set to offer an authentically-new 

Beijing lifestyle experience by providing the opportunity to find inspiration, enjoy culture and be 

part of a new global perspective.  

 

Located on the prosperous Wangfujing Street, WF CENTRAL is only a stone’s throw away from 

the Forbidden City and the Central Business District of Beijing. It will provide 660 carpark spaces 

and is well served by the capital’s public transportation and metro networks.  

 

Hongkong Land  

 

Hongkong Land is a major listed property investment, management and development group.  

Founded in 1889, Hongkong Land’s business is built on excellence, integrity and partnership.  

 

The Group owns and manages more than 850,000 sq. m. of prime office and luxury retail property 

in key Asian cities, principally in Hong Kong, Singapore, Beijing and Jakarta.  Its properties attract 

the world’s foremost companies and luxury brands.   

 

The Group’s Central Hong Kong portfolio represents some 450,000 sq. m. of prime property.  It has 

a further 165,000 sq. m. of prestigious office space in Singapore mainly held through joint ventures, 

a luxury retail centre at Wangfujing in Beijing, and a 50% interest in a leading office complex in 

Central Jakarta.  The Group also has a number of high quality residential, commercial and mixed-

use projects under development in cities across Greater China and Southeast Asia.  In Singapore, its 

subsidiary, MCL Land, is a well-established residential developer. 

 

Hongkong Land Holdings Limited is incorporated in Bermuda and has a standard listing on the 

London Stock Exchange, with secondary listings in Bermuda and Singapore.  The Group’s assets 

and investments are managed from Hong Kong by Hongkong Land Limited.  Hongkong Land is a 

member of the Jardine Matheson Group.  

 

Patrick Shearn and his Poetic Kinetics team 
 

Patrick Shearn is an LA-based artist specializing in larger-than-life, immersive art installations. The 

artist’s signature kinetic sculptures, called Skynets, earned him international renown after the debut 
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of “Liquid Shard” enamored the city of Los Angeles, transforming an underused public square in 

the heart of downtown into a bustling destination overnight. Shearn has brought installations to 

various locations in the U.S. and abroad. Shearn’s expertise in animatronics, robotics and visual 

effects–gleaned from a 30-year tenure in the film industry as a creature maker and visual effects 

supervisor–has lent traction to a prolific career as creative director for his studio Poetic Kinetics. 

The studio is behind the most iconic artworks at Coachella and has set the bar for festival works 

that both engage the immediate public through interactivity and reach viral notoriety on social 

media. 

 

 

Studio Drift 

 

Studio Drift was established in 2007 by Lonneke Gordijn (1980) and Ralph Nauta (1978), who both 

graduated from the Design Academy Eindhoven (NL) in 2005. In their installations and interactive 

sculptures the relationship between nature/human/technology is key. Gordijn’s fascination for 

nature and that of Nauta for science fiction and technology intersect in an intriguing way. Over 

more than a decade of their existence, Studio Drift’s work in product and furniture design has 

evolved into increasingly larger, often site-specific and moving installations which they have 

realized all over the world. The works occupy a wholly unique place between disciplines such as 

tech art, performance, and biodesign. Data and algorithms derived from natural phenomena often 

form the basis for Studio Drift’s work – the flight patterns of a flock of birds, for instance. With the 

help of state-of-the-art technologies they translate this data into poetic, meditative experiences. 

Their ideas regularly anticipate technological possibilities. 

 
 

 

 

 


